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An act to add Section 597.7 to the Penal Code, —and+teo

afrend—Secti-on—231t17—ofthe—Vehiecte—Code— relating to
ani mal s.

NOTE: THIS IS A GUT & AMEND BILL, ORI G NALLY WRI TTEN AS A
TRAPPI NG BI LL, | NTRODUCED ON FEBRUARY 24 AND ASSI GNED TO
THE SENATE WATER, PARKS & W LDLIFE COM TTEE. ON MARCH 27
| T WAS ENTI RELY NEW SUBJECT MATTER — ANI MALS | N VEH CLES—
WAS AMENDED | NTO THE BI LL WHI CH WAS THEN RE- ASSI GNED TO THE
SENATE COWM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY WHI CH HAS JURI SDI CTI ON
OVER BI LLS | NVOLVI NG THE CALI FORNI A PENAL CODE. FOR EASE
OF READI NG, ONLY THE CURRENT BILL TEXT |I'S | NCLUDED BELOW
The anmended bill has now been anended tw ce. The April 24
anmendnents retain codification of extensive findings,

requi re making a “reasonabl e” effort to notify the person
responsi ble for the vehicle, delete anendnent to the
Vehi cl e Code, reduce the anpbunts of fines due to criticism
of the actually nuch higher anounts in respect of penalty
surcharges for Penal Code fines, added “humane officer” to
referenced | aw enforcenent personnel (Corporations Code
Section 14500 et seq.), added a statenent that this bill
does not change any existing immunities or liabilities and
re-created a bounty provision to allocate 50%of fines to
“education” about |eaving animals in vehicles.

LEG SLATI VE COUNSEL' S DI GEST

SB 1806, as amended, Figueroa Animals: abuse.

Exi sting | aw provides that any person who subjects any aninmal to
needl ess suffering, or inflicts unnecessary cruelty upon an ani mal,
or in any manner abuses any animal or fails to provide an aninmal with
proper food, drink, or shelter or protection fromthe weather is
guilty of a crine punishable by a fine not exceedi ng $20, 000,

i mprisonnent in a county jail, inprisonment in the state prison, or
both fine and inprisonment.

This bill would state findings and decl arations regarding the
consequences of |eaving compani on ani mal s unattended inside closed
vehicles in the heat. This bill would provide that |eaving or
confining an animal in any unattended notor vehicle under conditions
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t hat endanger the health or well-being of an aninal due to heat,
cold, lack of adequate ventilation, or lack of food or water, or

ot her circunstances that could reasonably be expected to cause
suffering, disability, or death to the animal is a crine punishable

by a fine, inprisonment in a county jail, or both fine and
i mprisonnent, as specified. Because this bill would create a new
crime, this bill would inpose a state-nandated |ocal program

The California Constitution requires the state to rei nburse |oca
agenci es and school districts for certain costs mandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
rei nbur sement .

This bill would provide that no reinbursenment is required by this
act for a specified reason.

Vote: mmjority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
St at e- mandat ed | ocal program yes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. —Seetion597++is—addedtothe
—Penal—Code— —to—+ead-
—59++—
The Legislature finds and declares all of the follow ng:

(a) Leaving conpanion ani mals unattended inside closed
vehicles in the heat, even for short periods of tine, has caused
severe injury and death to ani mals.

(b) Moderately warm tenperatures outside can quickly
lead to deadly tenperatures inside a closed car, for exanple, within
one hour an outside tenperature of 72 degrees Fahrenheit can cause
unheal t hful conditions inside a vehicle that can adversely affect the
heal th, safety, or well-being of an ani mal
—3r

(c) Wth the vehicle windows left slightly open, an
out side tenperature of 85 degrees can cause a tenperature of 102
degrees inside a vehicle within 10 m nutes, and 120 degrees within
hal f of an hour. A healthy dog, whose normal body tenperature ranges
from101 to 102.5 degrees, can withstand a body tenperature of 107 to
108 for only a short tine before suffering brain damage or death.

—4y
(d) Nunerous organi zations and individuals have worked

to educate pet owners of the dangers of |leaving aninmals unattended in

vehicles in the heat, however, it is well established that

educational approaches by thensel ves do not inprove safety behavior

To be effective, educational approaches nust be integrated with

enforcenent activities.
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(e) It is, therefore, the intent of the Legislature to
i mprove animal health and safety by both encouragi ng continued public
education as well as discouraging this activity by inposing a
penal ty upon persons who | eave or confine an animal in an unattended
not or vehicl e.

SEC. 2. Section 597.7 is added to the Penal Code , to

read

—{b)— — 597.7. (a)

No person shall |eave or confine an animal in any

unattended notor vehicle under conditions that endanger the health or
wel | - being of an animal due to heat, cold, |lack of adequate
ventilation, or lack of food or water, or other circunstances that
coul d reasonably be expected to cause suffering, disability, or death
to the animal
—er

(b) Unless the aninal suffers great bodily injury, a
first conviction for violation of this section is punishable by a
fine not exceeding i

one hundred dollars ($100) per animal. If the

ani mal suffers great bodily injury, a violation of this section is
puni shabl e by a fine not exceedi ng —ere—theusand—deltars
{$1,000)— five hundred dollars ($500) |,
i mprisonnment in a county jail not exceeding six nonths, or by both a
fine and inprisonnent. Any subsequent violation of this section

regardless of injury to the animal, is also punishable by a fine not
exceedi ng —enethousand—doHars($1,000)— five
hundred dollars ($500) , inprisonment in a county jail not

exceedi ng six nmonths, or by both a fine and inprisonnent.

(c¢) (1) Nothing in this section shall prevent a peace
of ficer, humane officer, or an animal control officer fromrenoving
an animal froma notor vehicle if the animal's safety appears to be
in i mediate danger from heat, cold, |ack of adequate ventilation
| ack of food or water, or other circunstances that could reasonably
be expected to cause suffering, disability, or death to the ani nal

(2) A peace officer, humane officer, or aninmal control officer who
renmoves an animal froma motor vehicle shall take it to an ani mal
shelter or other place of safekeeping or, if the officer deens
necessary, to a veterinary hospital for treatnent.

(3) A peace officer , humane officer, or animal contro
officer is authorized to take all steps that are reasonably
necessary for the renoval of an animal froma notor vehicle,
i ncluding, but not limted to, breaking into the notor vehicle
after a reasonable effort to |locate the owner or other person
responsi bl e

(4) A peace officer, humane officer, or animal control officer who
renoves an animal froma motor vehicle shall, in a secure and
conspi cuous |l ocation on or within the notor vehicle, leave witten
noti ce bearing his or her name and office, and the address of the
| ocati on where the animal can be clainmed. The animal may be cl ai med
by the owner only after payment of all charges that have accrued for
t he mai ntenance, care, nedical treatnment, or inpoundnent of the
ani mal .
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(5) This Section does not effect in any way existing liabilities
or immunities in current law, or create any new i mmunities or
liabilities.

—Fe)

(d) Nothing in this section shall preclude prosecution
under both this section and Section 597 or any other provision of
law, including city or county ordi nances.

(e) Nothing in this section shall be deened to prohibit
the transportation of horses, cattle, pigs, sheep, poultry or other
agricultural animals in notor vehicles designed to transport such
animal s for agricultural purposes.
—Fg)

(f) Notwithstandi ng any ot her provision of law, 50
percent of the fines collected for violations of this section
shal |l be all ocated —as—folows:-

: .
: (H—F+typeree ﬂ Sha b? alleeatedFEelan|nal GS“F'SI to—be—used
—2)— — FiHtypercent

shal-—be—alHocated— to the devel opnment of community
education progranms on the dangers associated with | eaving ani mals
unattended i n nmotor vehicl es.

) ﬁ o
SEC. 3. No reinbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIlIl B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a | ocal agency or schoo
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crine or
infraction, elimnates a crinme or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crinme or infraction, within the nmeani ng of Section 17556 of the
CGovernment Code, or changes the definition of a crine within the
meani ng of Section 6 of Article XIIl B of the California
Consti tution.
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** NOTE FROM TAC: Penal Code597 fallsin the Malicious Mischief Chapter of
the Penal Code with assorted animal cruelty and related offenses within Section 597.
The provision created by this bill would follow the dog fighting prohibition, Section
597.5 and the Section 597.6 prohibition on de-clawing non-domestic cats.
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