O di nance No.

AN ORDI NANCE OF THE COUNTY/ CI TY OF SACRAMENTO

Rel ating to the Licensing, STERILIZATION, Advertisenent
and Sal e or Transfer OF DOGS AND CATS

Be it Ordained by the Council of the COUNTY/CITY of SACRAMENTQO
NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1 Pur pose

The County/City recogni zes that there exists an ani nmal

overpopul ation problemin the County/City that has resulted in a
threat to the public health and safety, inhunmane treatnent of

ani mal s, mass eut hanasi a of dogs and cats at the | ocal aninal
shelters, and rising costs in animal care and control. The
County/City further warns that unregul ated breeding is a ngjor
contributing cause to these problens. Further, these problens and
their serious consequences will remain unabated and will only
increase in severity if nothing is done.

The County/ Gty finds that part of the solution is that a sizable
increase in the license fee for unaltered dogs and cats will
encourage the owners to sterilize their animal (s), in order to
qualify for the much Iower altered license fee. Further, the
County/City finds that regulation of the sale or transfer of dogs
and cats will minimze the County/City’'s ani nal overpopul ation
crisis by allowing increased control and enforcenent of these
provi si ons.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2 Definitions
A, “Aninmal” neans for purposes of this act a dog or a cat.

B. “Animal Control” neans the rmnunicipal or county aninmal contro
agency responsible for enforcing aninmal-related | aws.

C. “Commercial Enterprise” neans a place where commpdities are
exchanged, bought, or sold. This shall include but not be linted
to pet stores, shopping malls, businesses, swap neets, auctions,
flea nmarkets, etc.

D. “Director” neans the director or manager of Animal Control.

E. “Feral cat” neans a cat wi thout owner identification of any
ki nd whose usual and consistent tenperanent is extrene fear and
resistance to contact with people. A feral cat is totally
unsoci al i zed to peopl e.

F. “Oaner” neans any person harboring, keeping, or providing
care or sustenance to a donestic aninmal for 30 or nore days on
property within the jurisdiction. Such a person shall be subject



to the requirenents of this chapter. This definition does not
apply to governnment agencies or animal rescue organi zations that
have denonstrated to the Director that they have inplenented an
ongoi ng sterilization programas well as an adoption program or
humane societies or societies for the prevention of cruelty to
animals if such societies are incorporated under the provisions
of California Corporations Code Section 10400 and the Nonprofit
Public Benefit Corporation Law in Part 2 of the California

Cor porati ons Code, beginning at Section 5110 and successor
sections, or to veterinary facilities.

G “Veterinary facilities” means all premnises where veterinary
nmedi ci ne, veterinary dentistry, veterinary surgery, and the
various branches thereof is being practiced.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3 Dog and Cat Licenses

A, Any owner within the limts of the County/Cty, owning or
havi ng custody of a dog or cat over the age of four nonths of age
is required to obtain a license and tag for each dog and cat from
the Director. Each applicant for such a license shall pay an
annual fee as specified by the Board of Supervisors/City Counci
and set forth in the fee schedul e.

B. No owner shall possess or harbor within the County/City any
dog or cat over the age of four (4) nonths that has not been
sterilized, unless such person holds an unaltered |icense,
unaltered license with reduced fee, or is otherw se exenpted as
set forth in subsection Dor Hof this section.

C. License fees shall becone due and payable on the date of
expiration of any license previously issued to the owner for the
dog or cat. The amount of such fee shall be established in
accordance with Section 3 of this act and shall be charged only
in full and not on any pro rata fornula.

D. Any owner of an unaltered dog or cat that neets all of the
following criteria for each unaltered dog or cat shall annually
pay a reduced unaltered license fee upon a show ng that the owner
nmeets the following criteria:

1. Regi sters and each dog or cat participates in two Anerican
Kennel d ub, United Kennel Club, International Cat Associ ation,
or the Cat Fanciers Association sancti oned events per year or
each dog or cat has achieved a title and provides witten
docunent ati on of the above to the County/Cty Animal Control; and

2. Be a nenber of a breed club or organizati on where each dog
or cat is used for showing, training, agility trials, or tracking
tests and provides witten docunentation to the County/City

ani mal control of such nenbership and participation



E. A license tag or decal issued for one dog or cat shall not
be transferred or attached to any other dog or cat.

F. A license issued to one owner shall not be transferred to
anot her owner.

G Wienever a license tag or decal is lost, stolen, or damaged
t he owner shall apply for and obtain a replacenent tag or deca
fromani mal control upon paynent of the replacenent fee.

H. The following are exenpt as specified:
1. No fee shall be charged for working dogs that are

docunent ed as havi ng been appropriately trained and actively used
by | aw enforcenent agencies for |aw enforcenent purposes.

2. Dogs and cats that are certified in witing by a |licensed
veterinarian as not being suitable subjects for sterilizing due
to health or age reasons will be assessed the altered |icense

fee. If the animal at a later date is determined by the
veterinarian that he/she is suitable for sterilization then the
appropriate fee will be assessed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4 Identification

Every dog or cat shall be provided by the owner with a suitable
collar, harness, or other device to which the dog or cat |icense
tag and identification shall be securely affixed or by another
met hod of identification approved in witing by the Director. The
dog or cat owner shall ensure that the dog or cat wears such
license tag, identification tag, or other identification approved
by the Director

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5 Sal e of Young Animal s

A.  No puppy or kitten shall be sold or transferred under the age
of eight weeks unless, prior to any physical transfer of the
puppy or kitten fromthe seller or transferor to the new owner
the puppy or kitten is approved for sale, as evidenced by witten
docunentation froma veterinarian licensed to practice in

Cal i f orni a.

B. For the purposes of this section, the sale of a puppy or
kitten shall not be considered conplete unless and until the
seller or transferor physically transfers the puppy or kitten to
t he new owner.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6 Adverti senents, Sale, or Transfer of
Ani mal s

A.  Any owner who advertises to the public the availability of
any dog or cat for sale or transfer, whether for conpensation or



otherwi se, shall prominently display the license nunber as
outlined in Section 3 of this act in any such adverti senent
except as provided in subsection A(3) of this section.

1. If the ower is selling a litter of puppies and/or kittens
under the age of four nonths, the |icense nunber of the aninal
who was bred nust be displ ayed.

2. If the owner is selling a dog or cat over the age of four
nont hs, the license nunber of the animal who is being sold or
transferred must be displ ayed.

3. If the owner is selling an individual puppy or Kkitten under
the age of four nonths, the owner selling the kitten or puppy
shal | discl ose upon request to the new owner or Animal Contro
the source or origin of the kitten or puppy. Source or origin
refers to where the animal cane from whi ch woul d i ncl ude nane,
city, and state.

B. The dog or cat license holder nust provide the dog or cat

i cense nunber to any person who purchases or receives any dog or
cat fromthe license holder and include the |icense nunber on any
recei pt of sale or transfer docunent. If the aninmal being sold or
transferred is a locally bred kitten or puppy under the age of
four nonths, the license holder nust provide the |icense nunber
of the animal who was bred on any receipt of sale or transfer
docunment. If the puppy or kitten was bred from an ani nal residing
outside the County/City limts than the person selling the anina
shal |l provide the nane and address of the source of such dog
and/or cat and any other pertinent infornmation required by the
Director.

C. No owner shall present any dog or cat for sale or transfer,
whet her for conpensation or otherwi se, in any public place. The
term public place shall include but not be linmted to streets,
hi ghways, sidewal ks, carnivals, shopping malls, flea narkets,
boar dwal ks, and areas in front of conmercial establishments.

D. No owner shall give away any dog or cat as a prize or as an
i nducenent to enter into any contest, lottery, draw ng, ganme, or
conpeti tion.

E. No owner shall give away any dog or cat as an inducenent to
enter a place of business, or to enter into a business
arrangenent .

F. A commercial establishnent selling locally bred dogs or cats
on the prenises shall proninently display the |icense nunber(s)
of the dogs and/or cats that are sold in said establishnent and
any other pertinent information required by the Director



1. If the conmercial establishnment is selling a litter of
puppi es and/or kittens under the age of four nonths, the license
nunber of the animal who was bred nust be displ ayed.

2. If the commercial establishnment is selling a dog or cat
over the age of four nonths, the |license nunber of the animal who
is being sold or transferred nust be displ ayed.

3. If the comercial establishnent is selling an individual
puppy or kitten under the age of four nonths, the commerci al
establ i shment shall display the source or origin of the kitten or
puppy. Source or origin refers to where the aninal cane from

whi ch woul d include nanme, city, and state.

4. If a commercial enterprise is advertising the commercia
enterprise itself and not an animal for sale or transfer then no
license nunber is required to be displayed in said advertisenent.

G A commercial establishnment selling dogs or cats on the
premi ses that were not bred within the County/ Gty shall make
avail abl e during regul ar business hours to Aninmal Control the
nane and address of the source of such dogs and/or cats and any
other pertinent information required by the Director

NEW SECTI ON Sec. 7 Penal ti es

A. Aviolation of Section 3 and Section 7(F) and 7(G@ shall be
subject to the following: upon the first violation, a fine of
three hundred dollars ($300.00) for each animal. |If the owner
conplies with the section within 14 days after receiving notice
of said violation and presents proof of conpliance, the fine
shall be wai ved. Upon a second or subsequent violation, a fine of
not | ess than five hundred ($500.00) for each aninmal with respect
to which there is a violation. In the event that the owner
violating provisions of this act no | onger possesses said ani nmal
he/she is still responsible for any and all fines assessed to

hi mMher. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as
preventing the director frominstituting a proceeding in the
muni ci pal court for violation of this section where there has
been no i npoundnent.

B. Aviolation of all other sections not set forth in subsection
(A) of this section shall be subject to the foll owi ng: upon the
first violation, a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each
animal . If the owner conplies with the section within 14 days
after receiving notice of said violation and presents proof of
compliance, the fine shall be waived. Upon a second or subsequent
violation, a fine of not |less than five hundred ($500.00) for
each aninmal with respect to which there is a violation. In the
event that the owner violating provisions of this act no | onger
possesses said animal, he/she is still responsible for any and
all fines assessed to himher. Nothing in this subsection shal



be construed as preventing the director frominstituting a
proceeding in the nunicipal court for violation of this section
where there has been no inpoundnent.

C. At amnimmof fifty percent (50% of all fees collected
pursuant to this section which are collected by Animal Contro
shall be placed in a Sterilization Fund and used to finance
public or private prograns that provide sterilization prograns to
| ow i ncone individuals/famlies in the County/City.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. Feral Cats

Any person or organization that is providing care for feral cats
and is making a reasonable effort to trap and sterilize the
animals is exenpt from Sections 1-7 above.

Attachnent — Fee Schedul e:
A Al tered License - $15.00
B. Unal t ered License - $200. 00

C. Unal t ered License with reduced fee - $50. 00



